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taps and so nicely regulated the flow that soap hardly
became needful. The Koran declares Believers should
use flowing streams, not stagnant pools for washing.
That is why swimming baths, unless water can run
through continually, are never built in the Moslem
East. At Jeddah, however, one sometimes beheld
muscular Arabs wading in the ocean surf without feeling
the want of any costume.

On the marble floor of the bathroom I stood while
slaves helped to rub my limbs with Mahomedan soap,
which must not contain animal fat, for there is always
a possibility that something from the swine has been
utilized. Special brands, made solely out of vegetable
ingredients, are sold in Mecca and other Arab towns.
By my side waited the Wakeel superintending as
though I had never yet taken a bath in my life before.
The lathering of the '"Kosher" soap is not by any
means easily achieved and I felt really tired after my
supper of dates and boiled fowl and evening prayers
at a nearby mosque, surprisingly small and shabby in
view of the gigantic pilgrim traffic.

My room contained a cane bedstead on which I
stretched myself, but the cavernous apartment under
its heavy hangings, remained so nightmarishly hot that
I could do nothing except roll painfully about the
plaited surface. Jumping up in my flapping night-
shirt I pulled away the casement and looked on the
highway; yonder the air was relatively cooL Without
ado I lifted the light stretcher across my shoulder and
carried it into the street.